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Overview and rationale

In order to write good news and feature stories, student journalists must learn to become proficient interviewers.  This lesson will help students understand how to prepare for an interview.

Goals for Understanding


Students will be able to:

Develop questions for their interview subjects

Ask open-ended questions and listen to their subjects’ responses in order to formulate insightful follow-up questions

Have the ability to pull together the information that is useful for their story

Write a news story about an individual

Essential Questions

How do reporters prepare their questions?


How does a reporter distinguish what is useful information?


Who, other than the person being profiled, answer questions about the subject?


How does a reporter verify information?


What facts make interesting stories?

Activity One

Distribute copies of the transcripts of a Barbara Walters’ (or other prominent news journalist/broadcaster) interview (available at abc.com, nbc.com, or other network news site).  After reading the transcripts, discuss Barbara Walters’ interview style.   What kind of questions did she ask and how did the subject respond?  Did she do an effective job formulating follow-up questions?  What were Barbara Walters’ strengths?  Weaknesses? Was the interview effective?  Why or why not?   (This lesson can be replicated using a feature story in a local newspaper or magazine instead of transcripts).  Then have students watch a professional television interview, such as those on Good Morning America or the Today show.  Discuss this interviewer’s style.  How was it different than Barbara Walters?  How was it similar?  How effective was this interviewer?  Ask students how they think that both interviewers formulated their questions?

Activity Two

Instruct students to choose a classmate to interview.  Students should write a list of possible questions.  They should also list at least three people that they will interview to gather background information about their subject along with possible questions.  Those three must include a family member (such as a parent or sibling) and a former teacher.  Allow them to go ahead and conduct a short interview of their classmate.

Activity Three

For homework, students are to interview their three other sources and then write their story.  The next time the class meets, students will share their story with the class.

Assessment

Students will turn in their first interview questions and responses, their three other interview questions/responses, and their practice article.
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